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and satisfactory infant, had in March an attack of
measles, but so slight as to cause no anxiety.
Once, however, during the summer they had a
fright about him, when an unusually alarming
letter from her father upset Mary so much as to
cause in her nursling, through her, symptoms of
an illness similar to that which had destroyed
little Clara. On this occasion she authorised
Shelley, at his earnest request, to intercept future
letters of the kind, an authority of which he had
to avail himself at no distant date, telling Godwin
that his domestic peace, Mary's health and happi-
ness, and his child's life, could no longer be
entirely at his mercy.

No wonder that his own nervous ailments kept
their hold of him. And to make matters better
for him and for Mary, Paolo, the rascally Italian
servant whom they had dismissed at Naples, now
concocted a plot for extorting money from Shelley
by accusing him of frightful crimes. Legal aid
had to be called in to silence him. To this end
they employed an attorney of Leghorn, named
Del Rosso, and, for convenience of communi-
cation, they occupied for a few weeks Casa Ricci,
the Gisbornes' house there, the owners being
absent in England. Shelley made Henry Reveley's
workshop his study. Hence he addressed his
poetical " Letter to Maria Gisborne," and here
too it was that "on a beautiful summer even-